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It has been my honor to serve as the
founding Board Chair of the National
Foster Youth Institute (NFYI). NFYI was
founded on the premise that all our
children deserve to be healthy, fed,
housed, loved and supported. To make
that goal a reality for foster youth,
NFYI works to amplify the voices of
current and former foster youth to lead
the necessary public education, policy
development and advocacy.

Because of the leadership, work and
courage of the involved youth who have
been part of the child welfare system,
NFYI's dedicated staff, and the
extraordinarily committed Board of
Directors, NFYI's impact continues to
increase at the federal level and in
states across the country. NFYI's
growth as an organization was again
demonstrated by its effectiveness this
past year as we addressed the impact of
the pandemic on vulnerable foster
youth while pivoting to the virtual
space.

As I step down as Board Chair, I want
to thank the current and former foster
youth who have trusted and encouraged
our involvement, the knowledgeable
and dedicated staff now led by our new
Executive Director Rebecca Louve Yao
and the incredible Board of Directors.

It has been a special blessing to work
with each of the Board members; they
have become valued friends. I look
forward to continuing to work as a
Board Member with NFYI and to the
many things NFYI will accomplish.

As I reflect on the unique challenges of
2020, I want to congratulate the staff and
the members of NFYI across the country.
NFYI adapted in an effective and graceful
way to the constraints and demands of
the COVID pandemic and its many
impacts on system-impacted youth and
families—making the turn to virtual
communications, organizing, and
meetings to continue our efforts to make
positive change.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and
the entire NFYI community, I want to
thank Conway Collis for his leadership of
the organization from the day of its
founding. Together with our founder, the
Honorable Karen Bass, he has been a
central force in bringing NFYI to where
we are now, playing a critical role in
connecting members, staff, board, and
government.

I join him in welcoming our new
Executive Director, Rebecca Louve Yao,
who is new to the job, but not to NFYI,
where she previously served as both our
National Organizing & Policy Director
and Development Director before moving
to leadership of the entire organization.
As those of you who have worked with
her know, she brings knowledge,
commitment, and a wonderful energy to
her work every day.

In the year ahead, we will maintain and
amplify the focus on our core mission of
lifting the voices of child welfare
involved youth and families to transform
child welfare policy and the system
itself. We will continue to empower
current and former foster youth to be
agents of change, and work alongside
them to make those changes real.



MESSAGE FROM

REBECCA LOUVE YAO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

What can we say about 2020 that hasn't already been said? Quite a
bit, as it turns out. When the pandemic first began, I remember
watching in alarm as colleges and universities closed, facilities like
group homes locked down, and courts and social workers moved
online.The systems that supported current and former foster youth
were suddenly closed or more difficult to access.

As shutdowns began across the country, NFYI joined members of
Congress at a press conference to remind the public that closing
dorms and cafeterias put foster youth and recent alumni of care into
a precarious situation. From that moment on, we spent the rest of
the year sounding the alarm, educating the community about the
unique needs of current/former foster youth, working with Congress
to ensure that people with experience in the child welfare system
were taken into consideration in pandemic relief packages, and
supporting our members as they navigated change.

Our goal at NFYI in 2020 wasn't just about this
organization surviving in a global pandemic and
economic recession, but finding ways to thrive
and do better. I believe that's what our goal
should be for everyone who has experience in
child welfare: not just surviving the system, but
getting the resources and support to thrive in
the system and beyond.

As I write that, it sounds like a tall order, but if
2020 taught us anything it’s that we can learn
to thrive together.

Read on to see all that we accomplished in
2020, and I hope that I can count on you to
help us do even more this year.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Louve Yao
Executive Director
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After the 2020 Congressional Shadow Day program was canceled, delegates and regional
coordinators accepted into the annual event in Washington, DC were invited to participate in

F O S T E R the NFYI expansion program, which provided fellowship, more than 20 skills-building seminars,
and virtual meetings with legislators. In virtual seminars, participants learned about elections,
Y O U T H policy-making, organizing, injustice on Black lives, and received mental health support. They
also hosted a series of virtual listening sessions in 16 states. And they worked on drafting six
v O I C E S policy recommendations: national standard of care, juvenile justice reform, extending Chaffee

and Medicaid after the pandemic, combating the digital divide, foster youth board

representation, and extended aging out services. A few participants shared their experiences:

My involvement in NFYI has been nothing but reciprocal and reviving. I think
it is safe to say that no one could have anticipated the 2020 COVID-19
pandemic. Nonetheless, NFYI staff led all of us delegates in a compassionate,
culturally competent manner. In this organization, people are always first -
checking in, reaching out, and helping in whatever ways needed. Moreover, I
was excited to learn about the opportunity to continue the work we began in
the spring through the expansion program. The continued collective was
uplifting and energizing in more ways than one: it afforded all of the us the
opportunity to continue learning about the intricacies of federal politics, it
provided an expansive, national network of child welfare stakeholders with
whom we frequently collaborated, and it provided us resources that
contributed to our holistic growth. None of this even begins to touch upon
the relationships that formed from this incredible group of like-minded
individuals. All in all, I'm grateful for NFYI and its Expansion Program - it was
one of the few good things to come from this unprecedented pandemic!

- Ivory Bennett, Texas

NFYI was super smart in inventing the expansion program during
Covid-19 to still keep current and former foster youth busy with policy
work during this ongoing pandemic. I love that Zoom and Google Meet
were available so us foster youth could do some important work even if
it was virtual over the camera. Attending Town Halls with different
Senators, legislators and Assemblymembers across the nation made me
feel important, heard and taken seriously. Having different events like:
HeartMath, vision board and much more to help with our well-being is
great for our sanity. Having self-care wellness skill webinars was
amazing! I love that there are people who I have never met besides

Zahra who care about us young folks. I love NFYI and that I was

privileged to be a part of this virtual 2020 Expansion Program. \ A\
{1 \\ v\
- Sabrina Abong, California L

Being admitted to the NFYI Expansion Program, I knew I would
develop into a stronger advocate for foster youth. However, the
support and opportunities I gained from completing our activities
went beyond my wildest expectations. I was able to engage with
various Members of Congress to make foster youth’s needs heard
and push for foster care legislation. I am also deeply humbled that
" NFYI opened the door for my story to be featured in a major
newspaper, which provided a platform to share my own
recommendations on improving the system. I will never forget the
impact I was able to make thanks to the experiences I had in my
first year with NFYI, and I'm truly excited for many more!

- Japh Kariuki-Ebanks, Florida




2020 IN REVIEW

NFYI Chapters: NFYI currently has four local
chapters where current/former foster youth
focus on organizing and advocating in their
own communities. The Los Angeles Chapter
hosted a paid Organizing Internship and
provided participants with a deep awareness
of government processes and functions;
jurisdictional relationships associated with
child welfare policy; and campaign
development and advocacy training that
prepared interns for peer mobilization
efforts. Interns met with Councilmembers
Mike Bonin and Marqueece Harris-Dawson
and planned for a large-scale City Hall event
to acknowledge National Foster Care Month.
They also met with the staff of U.S. Senator
Kamala Harris to discuss national policy
priorities. And they cemented NFYT's
relationship with the Department of

Children and Family Services.

The LA Organizing Interns had many
professional and personal successes.
Overcoming the barriers of housing,
transportation, healthcare, childcare and the
disruption associated with Covid-19, Los
Angeles Organizing Interns demonstrated
their commitment to the organization and

the passion for the work they were doing.

The New Jersey and Michigan Chapters held
more than five community webinars where
they discussed the impacts Covid-19 had on
TAY education, school resources, and
highlighted speakers who work in child
welfare. And the DC/Maryland /Virginia
chapter launched in 2020 and has been
working on outreach to increase chapter
membership and build relationships with

regional decision makers.

Virtual Town Halls: Once in-person events
became impossible to hold safely, NFYI
pivoted to virtual seminars and town halls.
NFYI hosted 14 Congressional Town Halls
with members of the House and Senate
representing 12 states. These intimate
conversations between legislators and
current/former foster youth provided
members with a deeper understanding of
how our government works and provided
lawmakers with first-hand knowledge of how

the foster care system actually works.

And the meetings led to real change,
including the Dosha Joi Immediate Coverage
for Foster Youth Act and the Supporting
Foster Youth and Families through the
Pandemic Act. The last bill was included in
the final Covid-19 relief package of 2020.

Participants met with:




VIRTUAL TOWN
HALL SPEAKERS

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (CA-12)
U.S. Senator Chuck Grassley (IA)
Rep. Don Bacon (NE-02)

Rep. Karen Bass (CA-37)

Rep. Judy Chu (CA-27)

Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (NJ-12)
Rep. Danny Davis (IL-07)

Rep. Jim Langevin (RI-02)

Rep. Brenda Lawrence (MI-14)
Rep. Gwen Moore (WI-04)

Rep. Markwayne Mullin (OK-02)
Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon (PA-05)
Rep. Kim Schrier (WA-08)

Rep. Jackie Walorski (IN-02)

In addition to town halls with legislators, NFYI
members also participated in virtual events with
influencers like Keyshia Cole and Jason Lee,
decisionmakers like LA County Department of
Children and Family Services Director Bobby

Cagle, and service providers.



ADVOCACY WORKS

“As Chair of the Subcommittee with jurisdiction over child
welfare, I am grateful to the foster youth who shared their
needs with policymakers during the NFYI Town Halls this
year. Foster youth bring the kind of inside expertise and
perspective on our child welfare system which only comes
from personal experience. They know the reality of foster
care, and the best way for Congress to help youth who have
experienced foster care is to listen to them. I commend these
young people. Their advocacy shaped the key provisions
within the bipartisan Supporting Foster Youth and Families
during the Pandemic Act, which we are actively working to
include in the next Covid-relief package.”

- Representative Danny Davis (IL - 07)

“This year’s town hall allowed me to directly engage with our
foster youth, many of whom had concerns about losing their
housing, tuition support, or agency and community connections
during the COVID-19 pandemic. I took that information and
worked with the Caucus to introduce a bill to allow transition-
age youth who are already in foster care and/or participating in
the Chafee Program to continue to be served if they age out
during the pandemic response.”

- Representative Don Bacon (NE - 02)

Co-Chair, Congressional Caucus on Foster Youth
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2020 AFTERNOON OF
LEARNING &
CELEBRATION

This year’s Annual Afternoon of Learning &
Celebration was virtual, allowing us to be
joined by supporters across the country and

around the world.

The event was hosted by Theron Ogedengbe
and Jenni Pulos and featured original
performance art from our members — an
entertaining combination of star power and
lived experience in the child welfare system.
We also honored Jewels and Kiko
Washington with the Champion for Children
Award.

Not only was this year’s event virtual, but we
found new ways to use technology to make
donating easier for our supporters,
incorporating text messaging and a
simplified donation page to make
contributing fast and easy for supporters.
For those who missed the event, it's available

online here.



https://youtu.be/jAod3bDyQbo

THANK YOU, DONORS

This extraordinary vyear

was

made

possible by over 350 donors and funders

who recognize that investing in the

voices and advocacy of current and

former foster youth is the most effective

thing we can do to make headway in

transforming the child welfare system.

We are grateful to the following people

and organizations who make our work

possible:

Accardo Real Estate
Ada & Jim Horwich
Alan Mirman
Alaysia Rising
Aleca & Paul LeBlanc
Alex Wuo
Alexi Papaleonardos
Allan Alexander
Amanda Bravo
Amanda Wetrick
Amber Fraley
Amy Augustine
Amy Bersig
Amy Price
Andrea Williamson
Anessa Karney
Angela Wynn
Angelica Krauss
Anise Goff



Anish Soman
Anna Woodward
Annalee Jones
Annette Radoff
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Aparna Sule
Audrey Vasquez
Ballmer Group
Bank of America
Barbara Lopez
Beatriz Solorio
Becky Arnold
Belinda Cullen
Belkin International
Benjamin Boehlke
Beth Lucas
Bianca Solorio
Biggie Yang
Bobby Cagle
Bonnie Hellman
Brandon Gladden
Brandy Shepard
Briana Williams
Brianna Gladden
Brii Williams
Brittany Anne Rodriguez
Brittany Chere
Brittany Snell
Byron Castine
Caitlin Kirby
Calista Heley
Casey Bischof
Casey Family Program
Catherine Ross
Cathy Nguyen
Charity on Top Foundation
Chauncey Arnold
Cheryl Auger
Cheryl Lee-Harder
Cindy Crowell
Coca-Cola
Colin Summers
Congresswoman Karen Bass
Conway Collis
Cory Gavid

Councilmember Marqueece Harris-Dawson
Courtney Valenti and Patrick Roberts

Crime Story Media, LLC

Crystal Nix-Hines
Cyndi Sorrell
Daisy Solorio
Dala Peterson Hynek
Dale Maier
Dana Nichols
Dana Townsend-Pepper
Danairi Pine
Daniel Licalsi
Daniel Romanelli
Daniel Vorenberg
Danielle Cendejas
Danielle Green
Darcy OBrien
Darlene Heeter Kittilson
Darrel Menthe
Dave Slick
David Briceno
David First
David Jette
David Scherzer
David Yanofsky
Dawn Post
Dean Jacobson
Dean Marilyn Flynn
Debashree Devchoudhury
Deborah Oppenheimer
Dee Dee Myers
Destiny Castillo
Diane Shaw
Donna Brown Guillaume
Donta Demby
Elaine Heley
Emily Arnold
Emily Ciampi
Emily Hacker
Erica Meyer
Erica Trunnell
Ericka Hughes
Erin Flores
Erin Petefish
Felicia Johnson
Francesca Casillas
Francine Cason
Friends At Work
Gabby Gregoire
Gail Larramendy
Gail Polevoi



Gallagher Insurance

Gang, T%re, Ramer, Brown & Passman
haritable Foundation

Garrett M Brown
Gary Omlor
Gayla & Mike Hope
Gena Hatfield
Genie Chough
Geoffrey Golden
Gloria Cannon
Greg Burns
Gretchen Crary
Guy Nemiro
Harriet Zaretsky
Hazel Bailey
Heather Brown Korpela
Heatherjoy Klein
Henry McGee
Hope Brown
Ian Crary

International Union of I\Olgelrzating Engineers

Loca

% Ivory Tifa

J Rising
Jaci Lee Gladden
Jack Meriwether
Jackie Gutierrez
. Jaclyn Purkiss
Jacqueline Jacobs Caster
Jacquelyn McCroskey
Jade Purtell
Jaime Brody
James Sanders
Jamie Evans
Jane Comitz
Jason Elmore
Javad Kheradmandan
Jaye & John Rogovin
Jeanette Dinwiddie
Jeff Nagler
Jeffrey Ford
Jenn Kohn
Jenna Bug
Jennifer Englehardt
Jennifer Vasquez
Jere Gerszewski
Jeri Vargas
Jessica McNicholas
Jessica Ritz

Jesus Mireles

/
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Jill Cordes
Jill Elmore
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Karla M. Pellot
Karma Porter
Kate Teague
Katelyn Heley
Kayla Donner
KC Admin Services
Keith Laster
Kelly Baek
Ken Werner & Noreen Bagley
Kevin Kelly
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Kevin Tsujihara
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Kim Ingber Anish
Kim Mcneal
Kim Parker Gordon
Kim Rodriguez Belangeri
Kim Sterton
Kris Guerrero Schobel
Kristin & Charlie Hahn
Kristina Merrick
Lacey McIntyre Bailey
Lani Kreshek
Larry Satterfield
Lauren Mitchum
Layne Zabner Rosen
Leah Smith
Leigh Ann Pierce



VRN

Nicholas Burns III Office of Supervisor Hilda Solis
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Lexey Lund Office of Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas
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Marc J. Leder Foundation
Marcus Scribner
Marguerite Casey Foundation
Maria Artime
Mariah Craven
Marilyn and Jeffrey Katzenberg Foundation
Mark Harris
Marta Reasoner
Mary Lou Thomas
Mayra Montoya Perez
Melissa Murray
Mely Buenrostro
Michael Fishman
Michael Mims
Michal & Caleb Smith
Michelle Cannon
Michelle Dennis
Michelle Lena
Mikayla Wilson
Mike Lee
Mishel Ledoux
Moira St. Juste
Morgan Warner
Mrs. Myra Perlman
Murphy Romano
Nancy Butterfield
Nancy Olnick
Nanxi Liu
Naoka Foreman
Nate Bronk
National Core
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Olivia Scott
Olivier Farache
Omar Marquez

Pacific Gas & Electric

Patrick Waring

Patty Stamper

Paula Sheil
Pritzker Family Foundation

Rachel Elkins
Rachel Hickman
Raquel Marquez
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Richa Chaturvedi
Rick Almarode

Rita Gomez

Robert Torres
Ron & Lee Takakjian
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Shelby Lund
Sheree Peart
Shirley Thorne-Thomas
Spira Family Charitable Fund
Square M
Stefanie Rosenthal
Stephanie Wood
Steven Smith
Stevey Jones
Stevey Jones
Susan Lotwin
Susan Miley
Susan Ott
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Suzann Cohen
Suzanne Arthur
Symone Williams
Tamalani Barnett
Tanya Brown
Tasha Ann-Aaliyaah
Taylor Construction
Taylor Koenig
Ted Akers
Terry Chern
The Barry and Wendy Meyer Foundation
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The Mindling-Schulman Family Foundation
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The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
The Walt Disney Company
The Wertheimer Foundation

Thomas Family Charitable Fund
Thomas Guidugli
Timothy Gregory
Tonya Edmondson

Tonyas Travels
Tori Ward
Torye & Bob Anthony
Tosha Sparks
Tracey Roberts
Ty Ty
Tyler Bevington

Valerie Faudoa
Vanessa Galvez
Vectis DC
Veronica Williams
Victor Miranda
Victoria Rasmussen
Warner Brothers
Warner Media / HBO
Warren & Gail Lieberfarb
Weingart Foundation
Wells Fargo
William Monroe Campbell
William Scriven

Women's Circle

Interested in joining this critical group of

change makers? Make an investment in foster

youth voices by donating_here or contacting

us at info@nfyi.org.
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https://nfyi.org/donate/

This report is dedicated to the memories of Congressmember John Lewis, Foster Youth
Advocate Dosha "DJay" Joi, and Representative Isaac Robinson.

Congressman Lewis was a champion for foster youth, inviting them to shadow
him at NFYI's annual Congressional Shadow Day and serving as an inspiring
keynote speaker at the Shadow Day luncheon, where he discussed his own work
as a youth organizer. DJay was a member of NFYI, a 2019 Shadow Day Delegate,
a fighter for children, and inspired the Dosha Joi Immediate Coverage for Foster
Youth Act. Michigan State Representative Robinson met with members of NFYI's
Michigan Chapter and helped develop their idea of a foster youth caucus to
advise Michigan lawmakers. Both DJay and Representative Robinson lost their
lives to COVID-19 in 2020.

www.nfyi.org | @nfyinstitute | #FosterYouthVoices



